
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY 
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Depending on the unfolding 

events of  history, the 

Motherhouse, the main house 

of  the Company, has often had 

to change its domicile. At the 

beginning, the Motherhouse 

was the various dwellings of  St. 

Louise.  

When she met Monsieur 

Vincent – late 1624 or early 

1625 - St. Louise was living in 

rue Courteau-Vilain. In 

December 1625 after the death 

of  her husband, Monsieur Le 

Gras, St. Louise settled in the 

parish of  Saint-Nicolas du 

Chardonnet, today rue du 

Cardinal Lemoine, where we 

see at #43, a small house with 
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two front windows and a low 

door leading to it.  

Louise de Marillac would have 

had three successive homes from 

1626 to 1631 in rue Fossés-Saint-

Victor Street... It was there that 

she gathered the first Daughters 

of  Charity on November 29, 

1633. 

Very quickly, this house became 

too small and, in 1636, the 

Sisters moved to La Chapelle, 

north of  Paris. Today, the 

location of  this house is 2, rue 

Marx Dormoy.  

In 1641, St. Vincent rented a 

house for the Daughters of  



Charity in the Faubourg Saint-

Denis, near the priory of  Saint-

Lazare, and, in 1653, the rental 

contract was changed to a sales 

contract. 

In 1789, the revolution broke out 

and on April 6, 1792, all 

Congregations were suppressed. 

In November 1793, after living in 

different houses in Paris during 
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this revolutionary period, 

Sister Deleau, Superioress 

General, returned to her 

family. 

As soon as calm was restored, 

Sister Deleau went back to 

Paris with the intention of  

reuniting the Community. She 

rented a house at 445, rue des 

Maçons-Sorbonne (today, 

Champollion Street). Here, in 

1797, she accepted postulants, 

some of  whom were coming 

for the second time. It was not 

until 1800 that she received 

official authorization to 

regroup. A decree of  the 

Minister of  the Interior, J.A. 

Chaptal, dated December 12, 

1800, states in its first article: 

"Citizen Deleau (formerly 

Superioress of  the Daughters 

of  Charity) is authorized to 

train students for the service 

of  hospitals. A house in Vieux 

Colombier which used to 

belong to the Orphans of  the 

Mother of  God, founded in 

1650 by M. Olier, parish priest 

of  Saint Sulpice, was put at 

her disposal for this purpose. 

The Sisters set foot in said 

house on January 20, 1801. 

For various reasons, at the 
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beginning of  1813, the 

Minister of  Religious 

Affairs offered them the 

Hôtel de Châtillon on rue 

du Bac. Indeed, an 

imperial decree dated 

March 25, 1813 asked the 

City of  Paris to acquire 

the Hotel de Châtillon (rue 

du Bac) and there, house 

the Daughters of  Charity 

who had resided on rue du 

Vieux Colombier at the 

end of  the Revolution. It 

added that "the use of  the 

hotel will be given free of  

charge to the Sisters of  

Charity in order to 

establish the principal 

place of  their order." 

Between the decree of  

March 1813 and the 

arrival of  the Sisters in 

June 1815, the chapel was 

built as well as the 

building facing it in the 

Sainte Marie courtyard. 

A very important 

construction was 

completed between 1843 

and 1845: the "Seminary," 

built northwest of  the 

hotel, along the rue de 

Babylone. 
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The first expansion of  the chapel 

took place in 1849. 

In 1854, the hotel at 128 rue du 

Bac, now 136, was purchased and, 

in 1856, the conference room was 

built. 

For the centenary of  the 

Apparitions, on April 20, 1930, the 

Chapel, completely renovated and 

enlarged, was blessed. 
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